


Fr. Roger: All Sacraments are performed by Christ except marriage.  
The priest represents Christ in the sacrament of reconciliation. 
When a person sins it not only affects the individual, but the entire 
community. The priest represents both Christ and the Church com-
munity in the process of reconciliation. We also need support and 
advice to work on our sinful habits. The priest offers absolution 
and pastoral care within the sacrament. Care that we would not 
normally, seek out in addressing our personal issues, if not for the 
secrecy of the confessional seal.    

Dear Father,
Is it true that the Catholic Church 
only acknowledges marriages per-
formed by a Catholic Priest? Does 
that mean I must and should 
only marry in the Catholic 
Church and to a Catholic?  

I really need to know! 
 Brandon Wint

Many of our young people are searching for answers regard-
ing life, friendships and answers from the church. Here are 
some questions from the youth at St Martin de Porres.

 Dear Father,
I am confused about Purgatory. 
Could you please explain what 
this is? 

Thanks, Abegayle Williams: 

Fr Roger:   Purgatory in Roman Catholic doctrine refers to an 
intermediate place or state of suffering, cleansing or purifica-
tion were the souls of the faithfully departed prepare to enter 
God’s presence in the kingdom of Heaven. Some advocate that 
it is connected to what God said to Moses in Exodus 33:20, “For 
no one can see my face and live.” There is a notion some hold 
that to enter the holiness of God’s presence, we would have to 
experience purification before seeing God as he really is.

Fr. Roger:  The Catholic Church recognises all-natural marriages 
and not all are witnessed by Catholic priests. Catholics are free 
to marry persons from other denominations and religions e.g 
Pentecostals, Adventists, Hindus or Buddhists, provided that 
these persons are free to marry (not having impediments i.e. 
the person is already married) and have received a dispensa-
tion (a relaxation of Church Law) to do so. By law in the Catho-
lic Church, the proper place for marriage is in a Church.

 Dear Father,   
Why can’t I go to God directly to 
confess my sins, why should 
I go the Priest when God 
already knows what I have 
done?  Thank you.  

David Findlator

Fr. Roger Graham
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The basis of a good Catholic 
family life depends on faith and love. The members 
of the family should identify and accept God’s daily 
presence in our lives. How can 
families improve 
their faith 
and survive 
the meta-
morphosis of 
love?

According 
to Levada 
(2006), faith 
is “to know, 
love and 
serve God in 
this life and to 
be happy with 
Him forever 
in the next”. 
The Catholic 
Church teaches 
that faith is its most important doctrine and must be 
reflected in the day to day operation of the family. 
The Catechism of the Catholic Church was revised to 
encourage unity by relating the mystery of God with 
strengthening unity in the apostolic faith. 

The basic unit of society is the family. The love that 
exists in any family is grounded in the notions of: 
Love of God -- “Love God above all things” 
Love of Neighbour --- “Love your neighbour as your-
self” 
The fourth commandment “Honour your father and 
mother” tells us that God wants us to love our par-
ents after him. 

The Catholic family and married life are based on 
God’s law and not human law which accepts po-
lygamy and same-sex relationships. It is the Catholic 

family, commonly called “the domestic church” or 
“the family of God”, that demonstrates the love and 

wisdom of God’s 
plan for the 
world. 

Being knowl-
edgeable 
about the 
church’s 
teaching 
regarding 
family will 
assist in the 
development 
of a soci-
ety of just 
laws. Hence, 
Catholic 
family life 

represents a 
communion of persons as a 

sign and image of the communion of the Father 
and the Son in the Holy Spirit (Levada, 2006).

During this Christmas season and beyond, remember, 
that if each family is love 
Jamaica by extension will experience a metamorpho-
sis. 

Suzanne Barton

Additional Reading: The Compendium of the Social Justice of the 
Church

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/family/family-
faith-and-fun
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/docu-
ments/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20060707_levada-valencia_en.html

Catholic Family Life
“What Constitutes Good Catholic Family Life?
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Mr Roy James is the man with the “golden voice”; the man with “the keys 
to Sts. Peter and Paul Church”.  These are some descriptions ascribed to Mr 

James’ 71-year association with this church.  It all began in September 1948 
when Mr. James, then an Anglican, was invited to church for a Novena; since 

then his life has been inextricably interwoven with that of the Roman Catholic 
Church.

Afterwards Mr. James was invited to join the choir.  Everyone fell in love with his bass 
voice.  He remembers very fondly the Midnight Mass of 1948. In those days the Mass was celebrated 
in Latin.  By 1960, he became the cantor for the three Masses.  He was also a soloist at weddings 
and funerals.  His public singing came to an end in 2007 when he was diagnosed with cancer of the 
tongue.
Mr. James has experienced 11 pastors at Sts Peter and Paul starting with Fr. Edward Collins in 1948 
and he was there in the early 1950s when Fr. Joseph Leroy built the present church.  Over all those 
years, in addition to being the cantor, Mr. James has been a lector, altar server, special minister of 
Holy Communion, member of the Church Council, member of St. Vincent de Paul society and care-
taker of the Church and Rectory.  He proudly declares that the parish priests had a lot of faith and 
confidence in him.  He has received several awards.         
At 95 years old Mr James is happy and grateful that through the church he met Sylvia, his wife of 68 
years; the church also instrumental in helping him to provide a home for his family and the church 
also gave him the opportunity to serve.
For all of this, Mr James, we thank you.
 

Loreen Walker

Singing His Way to Heaven

fe
at

ur
ed

 



 For Christians, Christmas is the celebration of the 
day that Jesus was born in a manger and   that day 
falls on December 25th. There is speculation as to 
whether December 25 is really Jesus’ birthday since 
there is no official record of His date of birth. During 
that time the Jewish people considered celebrating 
birthdays and anniversaries a pagan activity. There-
fore, most histori-
ans and research-
ers have had to 
piece together 
theories as to why 
December 25 was 
chosen.

One such theory 
is that Christmas 
and the date 
December 25th 
is an adaptation 
of the Roman 
Sun festival. The 
Roman Empire in 
the 3rd century 
celebrated Sol 
Victus which was the beginning of longer days after 
the winter solstice which was preceded by the popu-

lar festival, Saturnalia.  During Saturnalia gifts were 
exchanged and people feasted.  Adopting this date 
for Christmas was a way of weakening the pagan 
festivities.

Another theory is based on the ancient belief that 
prophets died on the same day as their conception. 

According to the Gos-
pel of John, Jesus was 
crucified on the 14th of 
Nisan (March 25th on 
the Gregorian calen-
dar). Thus, Jesus was 
believed to have been 
conceived and cruci-
fied on the same date 
of the year. Exactly 
nine months later Jesus 
was born on December 
25th.

Honestly, the why and 
how of the date should 
not be important, more 
important is that we 

are celebrating the birth of our Lord.  Just a reminder 
that the word Christmas is derived from the Old Eng-

lish title Cristes Maesse which means “The 
Mass of Christ.”  Each time we celebrate 
Mass and receive the Body and Blood of 
our Lord in the Holy Eucharist, we celebrate 
Christmas, when God, was born as man.

Merry Christmas everyone!

Gayle Cunningham

.

Why Celebrate Christmas on 
December 25th?
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“Good King Wenceslas looked out
On the Feast of Stephen,

When the snow lay round about
Deep and crisp and even …”

We have all sung the words of this popular Christmas 
carol, but who really was this “Good King Wenc-
eslas”, and what is the carol all about?
The lyrics were written in 1853 by John Mason Neale 
an English Anglican priest. It is an unusual carol as 
there is no reference to the Nativity. The origin of the 
music has been traced to Finland and pre-dates the lyr-
ics by 300 years.
The carol tells the story of a king braving severe 
winter weather to give support to a poor peasant on 
the Feast of Stephen (December 26, - known to us as 
Boxing Day)
Wenceslas persists despite the difficult wintry condi-
tions and his page is encouraged to follow him, in his 
quest to serve, by walking through 
the deep snow in the footprints of 
his king.  Perhaps this is intended 
as a powerful metaphor indicat-
ing to us that we are also to fol-
low in the footsteps of our King, 
Jesus Christ.
The story, although perhaps more 
a legend, has an intriguing his-
tory of fact.  Wenceslas I was 
a Catholic Duke of Bohemia 
(present day Czech Republic) in 
the 10th century.  His father died 

when he was 13 and Wenceslas became Duke at 18 
years old.  His pagan mother Drahomira ordered his 
Christian grandmother Ludmila murdered because of 
the influence that she had over young Wenceslas.
His own brother “Boleslaus the Cruel” assassinated 
him in the year 935 at the age of 28 because of dis-
agreement with his allegiance to King Henry I the 
Fowler, the German leader. Wenceslas was posthu-
mously declared a king by Roman Emperor Otto I.

Wenceslas was considered 
a martyr and was named 
as the only Czech saint 
and patron saint of the 
Czech state. His Feast 
Day is celebrated on Sep-
tember 28, the date of his 
assassination.

Robin Rattray

The Story of 
Good King Wenceslas



The men and women of vocation in our Roman 
Catholic faith dedicate their lives to serving God and 
others. They are actively involved in religious life and 
participate fully in all church activities. How do they 
celebrate the Christmas period? It may not have been 
a question that comes readily to mind as we may 
have assumed that it is spent in prayer and bringing 
Christmas cheer to the less fortunate.

Sister Esther, a member of the Missionary Sisters 
of the Society of Mary (MARISTS), describes Christ-
mas in the convent as being like the preparation and 
celebration of any other family. All the traditions, 
memories, gifts and the combination of stress and 
relaxation that comes with the season are also part 
of the experience in the convent. The MARISTS are a 
religious order consecrated to God by vows of chas-
tity, poverty and obedience. They devote their lives 
to the service of the mission of Christ, in the spirit 
of Mary, throughout the world. The MARISTS put 
emphasis on family and aim to provide a community 
where persons feel welcomed, accepted, fulfilled and 
protected. 

Originally from Tonga, Sr Esther joined 
the order over 13 years ago and has 
resided in Jamaica for over a de-
cade. She loves celebrating the 
Christmas season and as primary 
level educator, she shares this 
love with her students. She 
reminds them that this period 
helps us to “remember that 
God, our Creator, brings his 
Divinity to us through the birth 
of his Son, Jesus Christ”.  She 
describes Christmas as being a very 
special and joyful time during which 
she can spread God’s love. Her prepara-

tion for Christmas begins from Advent decorating 
the convent with nativity scenes and Christmas trees. 
The Sisters participate in all the activities that are 
celebrated by the church. Like any other family, at 
Christmas, gift giving is anticipated and this is usually 
in the form of Pixie gift exchange. There is the usual 
excitement of trying to figure out who has your name 
and doing special things for the person whose name 
you have selected.

When asked about Christmas caroling, Sister laughed 
and responded that she has never participated. She 
however enjoys the Carol Service at church that 
precedes Christmas Eve Mass. Christmas Day is spent 
attending mass and gift opening. For Christmas din-
ner, the local Sisters usually alternate with another 
convent for dining. The meal consists of the usual 
fare which is complemented by native dishes from 
their countries. The meal is enjoyed while sharing 
stories and memories while these family members 
get to unwind and connect. When they are hosting, 
the day is filled with lots of laughter and chatter as 
they cook and bake with the other sisters in the com-
munity. They have also gone out to have dinner as a 

large family when time and work pressures 
intervene. 

Sister Esther’s Christmas wish is 

“Good Health and 
Peace for all.”

Marsha James
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CHRISTMAS IN 
THE CONVENT
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